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Purpose of the research

The research aims to study changes in longevity of people regarded as “elite” as well as structural changes within the group. I seek to answer to a critical question: have any improvements occurred in the mortality of the social group which, by definition, was able to enjoy the best living conditions available throughout the period? This contributes to better understanding of the long-standing adverse mortality patterns for the adult population in Russia.

Data and methods

Statistical analysis was applied to biographical data derived from encyclopedias and other reference books of the 19th and 20th centuries. The sample is about 2000 male individuals whose names start with a Russian letter “K”, the most representative in the Russian language. Mean length of life has been estimated for birth cohorts, years of death, and by occupational groups.

Main results

The trend in Mean Length of Life for cohorts born in late 17th c. - early 20th c. is complex. The periods of improvement tended to alternate those of deterioration (Fig.). 
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One can argue that length of life was decreasing for all social groups born in time of political reaction and economic stagnation in the 1st half of the 19th c. Rapid economic growth which followed the socioeconomic reform in 1861 has contributed to the growth of mean length of life, with exception for some occupational groups of the elite which were left aside. Improvements were enjoined by intellectuals, including those in science, education and culture. In contrast, length of life of military personnel, politicians and statesmen continued to deteriorate. This may be associated with political events – wars, revolutions, terror, and with the emergence within the elite of a new social category of professional revolutionaries.

Conclusion

I have not revealed any systematic up-ward trend in the Mean Length of Life of the social vanguard of the Russian society in the 18th - 19th c. The length of life of the sample members tended to be less 65 years throughout the most part of the period. The impact of the economic and political processes of the19th c. - early 20th c. on the mean length of life of the Russian elite tended to be controversial. 

� EMBED QuattroPro.Chart.7  ���








[image: image2.wmf]50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

Length of Life

1650 

1700 

1750 

1800 

1850 

1900 

1950 

Birth Year

_1050072549.unknown

