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Background and purpose of the research

No systematic data were collected to determine the population of the Province of Bengal before 1872 when a regular census operation was introduced in India. The purpose of the present study is to construct a decennial series of population estimates of  the Province of Bengal from 1751 to 1801 using some appropriate growth rates of the later periods. It has been assumed that the percentage change in population during the fifty year period from 1751 to 1801 was similar to that of 1871 to 1921. An attention has also been given to estimate the extent of mortality caused  by devastating famine  visited Bengal in 1769-70  famine.
Data and methods which were used

Secondary data for later periods published by other sources were used in the present study. Rate of growth over the whole period and percentage changes over decades with some other factors affecting  population such as famine etc. were applied on the basic data to get the series. Mainly ratio method was used to get the results.
Main results

The main results of the study are the decennial series of population of the Province of Bengal from 1751 – 1801. 
Conclusions

A generally accepted view in population theory is that after a devastating famine population takes about 30 years to be recovered. The estimated growth pattern in the present study seems to be plausible as population of the Province of Bengal in 1769 (pre-famine period) was 43553 thousand, which was reduced to 33085 thousand in 1771 due to famine and after its recovery  reached at the figure of 42179 thousand in 1801.
