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Background and purpose of the research

The main sources are: the vital statistics from parish registers and Soviet vital statistics on village, regional, country level for 1758-2000; the medical statistics and surveys; the crop statistics for 1800-2000; the Books of Memory and the personalities’ data base. The research is aimed at clearing of peculiarities, regularities, background and evolution of Russian demographic behavior through the interaction of natural, social, economic and political factors. 

Data and methods which were used

Forming of the E-data base for the settlements and personalities, making of the continuous year-lines of vital statistics for the general analysis, the quantitative methods.

Main results

Thanks to the traditional demographic behavior (an absence of birth control, conscious family planning plus moral economy with extensive agriculture up to the 1940s) of the peasant majority Russian demographic development was at a great extent guided in lines of low-frequency biorhythms tied in cyclic waves. By now we can define a wave of 28-year cycle with strictly periodical F (fertile), M (mortal) years and years of the cycle pulsation (P).  There are 7-year phases and 14 – year waves within the 28-year cycle. Each F, M, P year and 7-year phases have their own repeating characteristics of birth/death, female / male, infant mortality ratios. Every second 28-year cycle there’s a kind of “female attack” resulting in female predominance in population increase. There was also a longer wave of 112 years with the 2nd-4th 28-year cycles as long “female attack”. Peasant marital dynamics were also bound to the two crop waves of 3-4 and 7 years.  Crop failures and starvation, epidemics and infant mortality, birth of “activists”, wars, uprisings and revolutions were tied to definite M years and phases and could be seen as demographic regulators of Nature. Natural plus some social factors ( e.g. rejuvenation of brides through the 19th c.) accelerated the population increase and extremely sharpened overpopulation followed by mortal answer of Nature.  
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Conclusions

In the synergetic bunch of factors of Russian system catastrophe the natural-demographic factor was the basic one which influenced and shaped socio-economic, cultural and political factors.

